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ShCI'lff S

cmployee
fired in
pot probe

The charity official’s

ties to dispensaries are
- ‘shocking,’ Baca’s

spokesman says.

By ROBERT FATURECHI
AND MARTHA GROVES
%

The development diree-
tor.for a charity run by Los
Angeles County Sheriff Lee
Baca was fired this week ai-
ter federal authorities

searched herhomeaspart of

an investigation into mari-
juana dispensaries operated
by her husband, officials
said Thursday. .

The sheriff’s spokesman
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Marina del Rey and Los An-
geles. Court records show
that he had been arrested
nd charged with two felo-
nies for transportation of
marijuana and possession of

fhe case was dismissed in

12009

.. Dawn Zamudio had been
;Working for ihe Sheriil’s
Youth Foundation, which
‘raiges money for youth pro-
grams across the county, for
thelast decade.

Whitmore described her
asan assistant at the organi-

| zation. A 2011 filing listed her

asthe development director,
meaking $103,700 that year
and working -60° hours a
week.

Sarah Pujlen a-spokes-
woman for the Drug En-

1n Los Angeles, said that
gearchwarrants were served
nconnection with the mari-
1ana investigation Wednes-
[ lay but that no drrests had

nanjuana for sale but that

forcement Administration

beenmade,

She sald agents would ex-
amine what was seized at
sevéral locations to deter-

‘mine what charges, if any,

should be filed.

‘Among the dispensaries
searched were Ironworks
Collective, the Marina del
Rey operation, and Down-
town Collective on South
Hill Street in Los Angeles.
Federal records describe
Ramiro Zamudio as running
the operations.

Pullen said DEA agents
seized guns at two dispensa-
ries and ammunition and
gun magazines at a 8an Ga-
briel residence. Federal au-
thorities say the residence is
the Zamudios  home, :

Pullen would not say
whether the Zamudios are
suspects i the probe. Fed-
eral eourt documents in sup-

‘port of the search warrant .

naine both but suggest

Ramiro Zamudio is a key fo-

cus of the investigation.
The Times was not able’
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toreachthe Zamudios.
Baea has been a voeal
critic of pot dispensaries,
saying some have become
hubs for erime and have
been abused by customers
who have 'no medical need
for the drug. Whitmore said
Baca did not know until this
week that Dawn Zamudio
was connected to the mari-
juanatrade.
The DEA said i1 an affi-
- davit that there was prob-
able, cause to believe that
Ramirc Zamudie “organizes
and leads a marijuanadistri-
bution organization that in-
cludes three marijuana dis-
tribution stores and a mari-
juana testing facitity.” ‘
Aecording to court docut--
“ments, a security guard out-
side one of the dispensaties
identified himself as a re-
serve sheriff’s deputy.
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